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 1.
Introduction: Maison de l’Inde, its origin and mission (1):
Maison de l’Inde is more than just a residence for academic scholars. It serves as a symbol of India in one of the greatest centres of the world. The Maison de l’Inde (India House) is a part of the ‘Cité internationale universitaire de Paris’ (CIUP, International University City of Paris, also called Cité U) located in the calm and beautiful southern part of Paris. The CIUP has thirty seven such houses in two categories. The houses in the first category are called ‘rattachées’ (attached) which are administered and maintained by the Council of the CIUP with limited amount of autonomy depending upon the contribution of the respective countries. The houses in the second category are called ‘non-rattachées’ (non-attached) which are completely autonomous while respectful of the rules and regulations of the CIUP and the Government of France. The countries which have built such houses pay grants/subsidies for their maintenance and renovations. There are fourteen attached houses and twenty three non attached houses. The Maison de l’Inde is in the non-attached category.
The CIUP was set up in 1925 with the objectives of promoting institutional relationship with the different countries, providing accommodation to students, researchers, visiting professors and cultural representatives of foreign countries at a modest price and at the best possible living conditions, creating an international atmosphere in the CIUP (there are about 5500 residents from 130 countries on the campus), promoting  intercultural dialogue, respect for  different cultures and practising a ‘culture of peace’. It is dedicated to the ideal of the unity in diversity of mankind, to making the residents aware of the richness of the cultures of the world and of the need for intercultural appreciation and understanding.
The Government of India found an excellent opportunity to meet its own aspirations of academic co-operation and expose its cultural heritage to the international community of the CIUP. It approached the French authorities to build the Maison de l’Inde with the following missions:
___________________________________________________________________________ 
(1) Those who have read earlier reports may skip this section and go straight to the section on « Activities » on page 3. 
(1) To provide modest but reasonably comfortable accommodation to its academic and cultural scholars in company with their foreign counterparts
(2) To expose to the international community its spiritual and secular values
(3) To create an awareness among the international community of its own cultural riches
(4) To promote international solidarity and understanding and finally 
(5) To work closely with the ideals of the Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris (CIUP) based on the principles of equity, justice, fraternity and freedom, the pillars of the Constitution of the Republic of India.
 The then Ambassador signed the deed of the gift of the Maison de l’Inde to the University of Paris on 17 June, 1960. The late Professor Humayun Kabir, the then Minister of Scientific Research and Cultural Affairs laid the foundation stone on the same day. The Maison started functioning in 1967 (but officially opened on 6 June, 1968) with 104 single rooms fitted with modest furniture for academic work and simple living and a wash basin (a telephone, a refrigerator (since July, 2000) and internet connection (since April, 2002) were added later). Kitchen (fitted with microwave oven, since April, 2000) with dining facilities (since May, 2002), toilettes and shower facilities are on the hall. There is a meeting hall and some other facilities. There is a block reserved for female scholars. The Maison provides an unfurnished Director’s residence, where the kitchen is equipped. The Director is nominated jointly by the Rector of the Academy of Paris and the President of the National Foundation on the recommendation of the Governing Board of the Maison. The Director is honorary but has a modest indemnity. It was given the status of a non-attached house. It has a Governing Board which is chaired by the Ambassador of India. The house has a great potential for promoting Indian culture and Indo-French co-operation by upgrading the living conditions to attract high level academic, cultural, government and business officials by making minor adjustments in the existing living places. 
The Potential of the Maison

After renovation and some adjustments in the living places, renovating and enriching the library, the computer room and the sport facilities and organising and executing a well designed programme of educational and cultural activities, building the new facilities on the adjacent land offered by the CIUP (see later), the Maison de l’Inde can indeed live up to the expectations of the founding fathers as indicated above. During the last five years significant improvements have been achieved in respect of physical facilities (see previous reports and the present one). The highly appreciative efforts of the volunteer Cultural Attaché have made the Maison de l’Inde a concrete centre for cultural activities, hence giving a boost to cultural exchange and knowledge. Its location with a well connected network of public transport (enriched further with the tramway) in the most beautiful city of the world makes its potential much greater.

2.
Activities undertaken since January 2000 to improve the image of the Maison

Since January, 2000 the new Direction has taken initiatives to promote activities related to Indian culture and philosophy while keeping an eye on improving the security and the living conditions of the resident scholars. The following actions have been undertaken.

(i) The Residents’ Committee, former residents, other individuals and professional agencies in various fields of relevance have been mobilised to work on the welfare of the Maison.
(ii)The meeting hall has been enlarged by taking off the temporary partition. The hall has also been renovated with improved security and new decoration. This can accommodate two hundred people now. 
(iii) A substantial amount of wall space at the lobby and at the Salle India Gandhi has been adapted for exhibitions of paintings 
(iv) An Architect had been engaged to explore the future development of the Maison including its renovation.

(v) The institutions of higher education in Paris region have been contacted for better coordination of the study and residential aspects of the residents’ life.

(vi)  An English booklet has been prepared   to facilitate the residents’ living in Paris, in the Cité and at the Maison de l’Inde. All important announcements including the internal rules of the Maison are now been translated into English. 

(vii) Bilingual receptionists have been appointed during the week ends employing the resident students on an “Earn while you learn scheme”.

(viii) Cable television facilities have been installed separately for Indian and international programmes. This has facilitated their remaining in touch with India

(ix) A hot drink distributing machine has been installed at the basement

(x) A separate computer room has been set up with five computers with free access to internet facilities for a limited time

(xi) Internet facilities have been installed free of charge, in the dining room of each floor for use of those who have personal laptops reducing the pressure on the computer room.

(xii) A well equipped two room apartment for families of senior scholars and a moderately equipped studio for couples have been added on the ground floor and at the basement respectively.  

(xiii) Facilities have been made for playing cricket on campus 

(xiv) 24 hours emergency service has been provided through a resident care taker 

(xv) The Cultural Attaché is making her voluntary services available to the residents for improved social relations and for looking into their personal problems   

(xvi) A web site has been created for the Maison . The address is:  www.maisondelinde.com
(xvii) Toilet facilities have been added to the ground floor

(xviii)The luggage room and the archives have been renovated 

(xix) A sculpture with the style of Ratnagiri Buddhist Cave has been installed at the entrance to the residential part of the Maison

(xx) WI FI system for internet has been installed for the whole Maison. The Director is appreciative of the assistance received from two resident students, Ujjal Chaturvedi and Arnaud Loutrel and the care taker, Jahangeer for their work on the installation of the system. The system has been  professionalsed with the involvement of France Telecom in 2007
(xxi) Resident Bapan Dutta has mounted a background of textile and paper  on the stage of the Salle Indira Gandhi and added another art work at the entrance of the Salle.

(xxii) Shashibala and Kashyap of the Free University of Arts, Darbhanga, Bihar has donated one of their paintings also to the entrance of the Salle Indira Gandhi. 

The following measures have been taken to improve the security conditions of the residents:

(i) The security conditions of the residents of the first floor (the female block) have  been improved to follow specified norms 
(ii) The receiving station of the electricity has been replaced by a new one to follow newly specified norms

(iii) A fire alarm has been installed for the whole building 

(iv) The roof of the Salle Indira Gandhi has been made leak proof to stop the frequent leakage of water into residents’ rooms
(v) A video camera has been installed at the entrance to control the access of unauthorised visitors to the house
(vi) A magic eye has been installed on the door of each room to allow the residents to check on the identity of their visitors before letting them in 
(vii) The broken glasses facing the principal stair case have been replaced 
(viii) The façade has been renovated to give a better look of the Maison.


  
(ix) The main door of the entrance to the floors has been changed to follow security norms
(x) The windows and doors of all the rooms have been renovated to make them sound and fire proof
(xi) Mechanical ventilation of the building has been completed
(xii) The roof of the building has been made leak proof
(xiii) Security blocks have been installed on each floor
(xiv) The doors of the Salle Indira Gandhi have been replaced to make them fire proof . 
(xv) The lift has been modernised with additional access to the residents of the first floor.
(xvi) The set of keys for the main entry points and all the rooms  have been changed.
(xvii) Plan for evacuation of the building in case of fire have been posted on each floor.
(xviii) The basement substation has been rebuilt following security norms.
(xix) Several contracts have been signed with the relevant agencies for maintenance of security of the building following the latest French norms. 
(xx) Some rooms and corridors and all the kitchens have been repainted 
(xxi) One of the television rooms has been renovated
(xxii) The motors regulating the mix of hot and cold water of the bath rooms have been replaced.
(xxiii) To economise on the consumption of water and electricity the faucets and lamps of the rooms are being changed   
It is to be noted that security norms for residence halls in France are changing regularly making it difficult to keep pace with them given financial and other constraints. However some measures are still being added soon following the latest norms 
3.
Managerial, Cultural and Other Activities undertaken during October- December, 2007 
The Fall quarter from October to December with new admission and readmission of scholars, important cultural activities and the meeting of the Governing Board has been a very busy period for the Maison. 
3.1 The Re-admission of Old Residents and Admission of the New  and the Resident body
The Maison had this year 74 new arrivals as regular resident scholars and 49 had been readmitted. In addition there were 6 short-term visiting scholars.

Thus, on 31st October 2007 the Maison had an unprecedented 129 residents. The regular resident population is distributed as follows.

Male:
91, Female: 32; Indian:112, Others: 11 (from Colombia,  France, Greece,  Japan, Rep. of Korea, Lebanon, Latvia , Switzerland, Morocco, Tunisia); Students:
 Masters: 71 Ph D: 19
Total: 90; Post Doctorates:
15;
 Continuing Education (Formation Continue): 9,Visiting Scholars:6; Total
129. Female participation is less than the average of the CIUP. In spite of the fact that female candidates are given priority in admission. We have to take some special measures (e.g., publicity in India, lobbying with the French institutions etc).to improve the situation.  
35 of the regular residents enjoyed financial assistance of some kind and 88 were on their own: 88. All regular student residents received a contribution varying from 80Euros to 100 Euros per month of actual residence from the Government of France.  

The resident population belongs to the following specialisations: Management (44%), Engineering including Computer Science (11%) Science   (25%) Human Sciences (9 %), Art and Architecture (8%) and others (3%).We have much more residents (129) than we have capacity (108) compelling us to double some rooms. This has been necessary to accommodate the short-term exchange students staying for only three months under agreement of co-operation between French and Indian institutions of higher education. This has been done in consultation with the institutions under special agreements of co-operation. These rooms are under closer supervision of the Maison in respect of sanitation and study atmosphere. The measure is temporary until the end of the year. From 1 January normal conditions will prevail. 

In addition to the Maison de l’Inde we have 37 more Indians in the other houses  (Cambodia, Tunisia, Japan, Maison des Arts et Mètieres, Lucien Paye (African House), Maison de Provence de France, Monaco, Franco- Brittanique, United States, Duetsche de la Murthe). 

The resident population belongs to the following specialisations:

Management (37.5%), Engineering including Computer Science (25.8%), Science   (20.8%) ,Human Sciences (9.2%),  Art & Architecture (6.7%). 

The resident population elected their committee of residents on 30 October. One of them is non Indian (Suisse). He has been appointed as the Vice President of the Committee and will be delegated to the Central Committee of Residents. A student of Environmental Education he will be responsible for handling environmental issues of the Maison
3.2 The  Meeting of the Governing Board

The meeting was held on 15 November with the Ambassador Mr Ranjan Mathai in the chair. The Board noted the improvements in material, human and aesthetic aspects of the Maison and thanked the staff for their good work. Special thanks were offered for the cultural programmes of the Maison.  The Director submitted the provisional budget for the year 2007. It is the sixth consecutive year the entire operational expenses of the Maison will be met from the income which is mostly from rents. As in last year the depreciation cost of capital is also proposed to be met from the same source. However, the rent of the residents has to be increased by 10 Euros per month across the board from July 2008 to account for inflation, increased cost of maintenance of additional facilities installed (a total of fourteen contracts of maintenance with a total cost of 31260 Euros have been established for maintenance of security) and other facilities, the increased cost of electricity and water for extensive use of the kitchen facilities. The budgeted income at 775323 Euros (with added capital value) is very slightly higher than the budgeted expenditure at 775004 Euros (with added depreciation cost). The budget for 2008 has some additional elements. As reported in the last report the Maison will now have to manage their accounts with its own software and external auditor. So far this was done by the CIUP with a fee.   The financial implication is insignificant. The new status of the Maison de l’Inde was discussed. (See section 3.1 of the last report). . A meeting  was organised on 10 October with Mr Jacques Friedmann, Member of the Board, Mr Bhatnagar  FS (E&T), Embassy of India, Mme Legay Juy, the Legal Officer of the CIUP to discuss  the draft statutes  assuming  that the Maison will adopt the “Fondation reconnue d’utilittés publiques (FRUP)”.. The conditions for “Fondation Abritée” were also discussed. A third alternative (”Association”) was also proposed by Mr Suman Modwel,  member of the Board and supported by the Delégué Générale. The Chairman proposed the constitution of a Task Force with DCM Mr Mohan Kumar as Convener and Messrs Jacques Friedmann,  Ramesh Mulye, Suman Modwel, Raghav Bhatnagar and the Director as members to come up with the most favoured proposal. The Director was asked to prepare a set of questions for clarification on each of the alternatives. A meeting of the taskforce was held at the Embassy on 6 December. It was suggested that an advocate is consulted about the implications of the Maison opting for the “Association” status. The alternative “Fondation Abritée” was rejected in the meeting. Mr Friedmann arranged for a meeting with Advocate Yvon Goutal on 7 December to discuss the implications of the “Association” status. The meeting was attended by DCM Kumar, FS (E&T) Bhatnagar and the Director. The results of the discussion and additional input from the Legal Officer of the CIUP on the implications of the “Association” status were communicated to the members of the Task Force for their choice of the alternative.  It is expected that the selected status will be known in January for the Director to follow up.
In respect of the extension of the Maison the Chairman opened the discussion  introducing the letter sent by the DG confirming the offer of the land and additional offer of assistance to raise funds from the private sector. The Chairman and the members expressed their gratitude for the offer. The letter is being sent to the Government of India for a feedback.   The members were also keen to take advantage of the offer and do all that is necessary to do to have the extension realised. Since the project is partly related to the future status of the Maison an early choice of the status will also help to raise funds. 
Since the Maison was officially inaugurated in 1968 it was decided that the 40th anniversary will be held during the academic session of 2008.
  3.3 The Conference of Directors.

There were three meetings of the Conference of Directors, one in each month. The first meeting was held on 2 October. The issue of insurance of the CIUP and its constituent houses was discussed with a representative of the MAIF , the financial difficulties of the restaurant , the delay in the revision of statutes of the CIUP and the election of the of “Bureau” of the Conference of Directors were other items discussed.  

The second conference was held on 13 November. The meeting started with the election of “Bureau” of the Directors’ Conference. Philippe Bigot was elected President, Ernest Ilisca Delégué Général Adjoint and Yasmin Mistry Second Administrator. Other elected members of the “Bureau” were Marie-Thérèse Texeraud and Camille Michon (Secretary) .The DG then informed the Directors about the establishment of the “Association Bernard Gregory” to assist the residents of the CIUP in providing career guidance, securing internship and employment and launching of the project of a “Russian House” with a capacity of 250 residents. The constitution of the different commissions and working groups was discussed. A committee to work on sustainable development was constituted with  Aristide Maillard as Convener.  
3.3 Relation between the CIUP and the Maison:

The Chief of legal services rendered all kinds of guidance needed for the drafting of the statutes.  

In addition, the Department of Personnel, Patrimoine and Finance continue to provide their assistance whenever sought. The Acting Chief of Financial Services prepared the budget of the Maison following the new CIUP format. This year the Délégué Générale herself presented the budget of the Maison to the Board in absence of the Chief of Financial Services.  
3.4 Personnel movement

Under the ‘Earn while you learn scheme’ Rahul Sharma and Ramya  Jayachandran are now working at the reception desk during week-end and holidays.
3.5 Courses, workshops and cultural activities
The following activities were undertaken during the last quarter under the direction of the Cultural Attaché, Mrs Priti Sanyal

 (i) Courses
The course in Spoken Hindi resumed from usual on Thursdays from 6 to 8 PM.  Mrs Rachna Sharma continues to serve as the instructor. 
The course on Hatha Yoga has also resumed in September for each Tuesday from 7 PM to 9 PM by Professor Brigitte Martin of the Association “YAM”.  

Anusha Cherer has started a course on Bharatanatyam and Bollywood dance each Saturday from 10h30 to 12h00 during the current academic session. 

(ii) Workshops/meetings:

Espace Harmony organised two meditation  workshops of three days each from 6 to 8 and from 13 to 15 October 
The Fédération Inter-Enseignements de Hatha-Yoga (FIDHY) held its annual meeting on 18 and 19 November

Pierre Lessard animated a spiritual conference on 26 November 

The Association “SATSANG” organised a two-day workshop on meditation on 28 and 29 November. 

The Association “Ami des Peuples” organised a three day workshop on “Developpement Personnel” from 30 November to 2 December.

The Association “Dharma Pitha- Les Enfants de Bénarès”  organised a  spiritual workshop on 3 December animated by Maïtreyi Amma.

The Association des Membres de l’Ordre des Palmes Academiques (AMOPA) organised  a meeting on 13 December at the Salle Indira Gandhi to bestow the insignia of the  “Commandeur de l’Ordre de  Palme Academique” to Mme Odile Balade.  The Cultural Attaché Mrs Sanyal gave the welcome note.    

(iii) Cultural Activities

The annual flagship event of the Maison is the Autumn Festival organised jointly with the Association Sammilani, the ‘India Reading Centre’ to pay homage to the Goddess of Power, Knowledge, Peace and Prosperity, “Durga”. This was realised, as in earlier years, in a four day festival staring on 17 October.  

The festival included as usual the rituals and prayers in the morning and cultural programme in the evening. The cultural programme was directed by Kakoli Sengupta.

The cultural programme of the 17th October started with the recital and music of homage to Durga by Ms Konkokan Mukherjee, followed by songs of Pushpa Das and Anindita Choudhury and Bharatnatyam dance by Anamika das and Uma Viswanathan. The programme ended with a superb Kathak dance by former resident Maitreyi Mahatma-Patel.

The programme of 18 October started  with the mythological “Conte de l’Inde” by Sylvie Le Secq accompanied by Gérard Daubanes, followed by the Tagore song by Parojat Gosthi, Tagore song and Manipuri dance by Sharmila Roy Pommot , Angela Sofia and Jeetendra Singh song by Madhubanti Sarkar and Bharanatyam dance by Naziya and Anusha of the Soleil d’Or 

The 19th October programme  started with a magic show by Jahangir an Dhitang followed by Guitar played by Pradeep Chakrabarty and resident Adhiraj Mukherjee  and devotional songs in chorus sung by Maitreyi Mahatma, Ruby Dutta, Bela Sen, Anindita Chaudhury, Shantona Paulmier, Jayshree majumdar, Sipra Ghosh, Gilles Andrieux. The chorus was led by Kakoli Sengupta accompanied by Santanu Mukherjee reciting “Slokas from Chandee”. The programme ended with a Bharatnatyam dance offered by Writwik Banerjee.

The cultural programme of the last day was started by the playing of “Guitar Duo” by Arunendu Das and Adhiraj Mukherje, followed by a  “Tabla Duo” performed by Nabankur Bhattacharya and Claude Gastandon. The programme ended with the Kathak dance performed by Sharmila Sharma accompanied by Kakoli Sengupta on harmonium and Nabankur Bhattacharya on Tabla.

The cultural programme was followed by light fireworks and an Indian dinner. Four hundred plates were served.   

The cultural activities of the year ended with the celebration of Christmas by the   residents of the Maison on 24 December.  

3.6 The Cine Club: 

Due to logistical constraint no film could be projected during this quarter 
3.7 Other Activities :

He travelled to Barcelona on 15 October to work on the finalisation of the “Higher Education in the World Report: 2008” to be published by Macmillan Palgrave, United Kingdom, as the Executive Coordinator of the report. As a member of the Governing Board of UNESCO- International Institute for Capacity Building in Africa (UNESCO-IICBA), the Director presented the activities of Institute to the General Conference of UNESCO on 21 October.   He was invited by the Francophone Association of Comparative Education to speak on the role of higher education in the encounter of tradition with modernity, east with west and north with south in the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Cairo on 28 October based on his life-long personal and  professional experiences and perceptions. He travelled to Ethiopia from 18 to 28 November and to Uganda  from 8 to 14 December to lecture on higher education management invited by the Maastricht School of Management and UNESCO respectively. He was the guest lecturer in the UNESCO supported programme on International Understanding and Human Unity organised by the Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Cultural, Kolkata on 27 December. 
4. Conclusion:

The Director would like to thank the officials of the Indian Embassy and the CIUP, the Members of the Governing Board, his colleagues of the Conference of Directors, the Cultural Attcaché Priti Sanyal, the personnel and all the friends of the Maison for their help in its management. He wishes for all the readers, their families and friends a prosperous, peaceful and satisfying 2008 with excellent health.  
In conclusion, the Director would like to wish all the readers a comfortable winter.

Circulated by Dr Bikas C Sanyal
Director, Maison de l’Inde
7r Boulevard Jourdan, 75014 Paris 

Phone : 01 5380 7800, Fax : 01 5380 7925 
E-mail : india-house@magic.fr and sanyal24@wanadoo.fr
Website : www.maisondelinde.com
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